Seniors
The year is rapidly drawing to a close.
Our final seniors fellowship together was
truly a Finale! Read the account of our
gathering on the following pages.

Borders

With out
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The final 2015 Seniors without Borders fellowship lunch was such a blessing. We are thankful to
Arnold and Sheryl for hosting us all year, mostly in their home at Gordonvale with the beautiful views
overlooking the surrounding farmland and in the distance, Cairns. Then when they moved away from
Gordonvale, we moved our fellowship lunches to the deck at Citywide Christian Fellowship.
Before lunch, Arnold invited each of us to share our thoughts on the closing year, 2015.
 Lynnette
replied, saying that
she was pleased to
get to know the
seniors better. “We
really are learning to
care for one
another”, she said.

the aid of sticks.

 Noel shared
how the Lord had met
him in his baptism,
with strength and
power, the outcome
being that Noel is
now walking without



Bernie, one of our visitors from Toowoomba shared that he and his wife, Ronda, had
appreciated being welcomed and cared for in the midst of God’s people here.



Denise shared a testimony on her baptism the previous Sunday. She said she knew that in
being baptised into Christ, she was entering His death, burial and resurrection. She had faith
to be strengthened to endure suffering, find healing, and overcome sin, while here on Earth
and then be part of the resurrection at the last day. Denise also shared Psalm 40:5 “Many, O
Lord my God, are your wonderful works which You have done; and Your thoughts toward us
cannot be recounted to You in order; if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than
can be numbered.”



Bev shared about how wonderful the love and care was amongst us. She sang beautifully, a
delightful song of love for the Lord.

Following our sharing together, we sang two hymns: Amazing Grace and How Great Thou Art.

Throughout lunch, Robynne faithfully took our photographs, with her usual cry of ‘Time for a photo!’
Her creative gift always makes our newsletters more colourful and enjoyable.
This month, we were especially blessed. Lunch was catered! As well, some of the younger folk at
Citywide fellowship served us. As we have come to expect, the food was delicious and beautifully
presented. Lorraine
asked the Lord to
bless our meal.
Sheryl, alongside
younger members of
Citywide, sang Let us
go on. It was a lovely
demonstration of
those in Christ’s
Body, of all ages,
sharing life together.
Arnold gave a short
talk about the word
that binds us
together, with an
exhortation to look
forward to what the Lord is going to bring about in 2016 for us seniors as part of His Body.

Are you under somebody’s hand?
Now, why did I say that?
Being under the hand of another is a foundational principle of
faith. The Lord placed on my heart to share around this
principle, at the beginning of this new season and the closing
of the current one.
Yesterday is dead and gone. It cannot, and does not, come
into today or tomorrow; and tomorrow definitely does not
influence today. And yet this can be how we live our lives.
We assess our yesterdays (the day before, and the day
before that, and the year before, etc. etc.). But today is a
new day and the only thing that comes forward is the
outcome of our responses to the pathway He called us to
walk yesterday.
If we fell, then let’s repent; make restitution where we need
to, and get on with today.

In Old Testament times, the day was finished with the evening sacrifice. So, too, in our New
Covenant times, we only have today. As we come before Our Father at the close of the day,
with thanksgiving in our hearts and praise on our lips, the Holy Spirit can convict us of where
we did not live true to our name – the name He gave us before time – in the Body of Christ. He
is well able to convict, cleanse and forgive, if we also will repent and forgive. Let’s not bring
yesterday forward! We can truly say “it is well with my soul”, for the day with all its comings
and goings, if it is finished at our time of evening sacrifice.
In addition, there is no need to bring tomorrow into today to try and change history or sway
the future. Scripture says very clearly (Hebrews chapters 3 and 4)

“Today, if you will hear His voice,
Do not harden your heart as in the
rebellion,
In the day of trial in the wilderness,
Where your fathers tested Me,
tried Me, and saw My works forty
years.

Therefore I was angry with that generation
and said, ‘They always go astray in their
heart
And they have not known My ways.’
So I swore in My wrath,’
‘THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST’

What does ‘They shall not enter My rest’ mean?
Simply, His rest is what He has for
us to do today …In His will. As we
continue to learn to wait on the
Lord, renew our vows to wholly
serve Him, through simple
obedience we will enter into His
rest that He has promised His
children.
However, if we continue to
function out of yesterday’s
failures or successes, and
tomorrow’s fears, we will not have
a still heart. We will not hear His
still, small voice revealing His plan
for us this day, a plan that we can
obey and, in doing so, find rest for our souls. This is what Scripture refers to as the
‘obedience of faith’.
Yes, let’s reflect on the past and see His faithfulness, not the plans that worked out, or the
ones that didn’t, nor what we did right or wrong. All the past can be sorted out by repentance.
Today can be lived out by faith towards God.

In Hebrews 6, the Lord lays out the steps towards living the life He calls us daily to live. The
first two foundational principles are repentance from dead works and faith towards God.
I believe the Lord will take us through those foundational principles next year and refresh us
anew with His word on this matter. As the writer of Hebrews 6:1 says - “Let us go on.”
In conclusion, regarding my reference at the beginning “are you under somebody’s hand”, in
Hebrews 6:1-3 the fourth foundational principle is “laying on of hands”.
We are so thankful for His Word and life by which He has kept us throughout 2015. Let us
look forward to Him establishing us as His sons by His word in 2016.

For more information, please visit www.ccfc.org.au/Seniors-without-borders
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